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made it pay tribute for fifty years. By conquest no doubt is meant merely a military success and not occupation, but the whole story implies possibilities of acquaintance with Chinese Buddhism.
It is clear that, though the Hinayanist church was predominant throughout the history of the island, there were up to the twelfth century heretical sects called Vaitulya or Vetul-yaka and Vajira which though hardly rivals of orthodoxy were a thorn in its side. A party at the Abhayagiri monastery were favourably disposed to the Vaitulya sect which, though of tensup-pressed, recovered and reappeared, being apparently reinforced from India. This need not mean from southern India, for Ceylon had regular intercourse with the north and perhaps the Vaitulyas were Mahayanists from Bengal. The NikS/ya-Sangrahawa also mentions that in the ninth century there was a sect called Nilapatadarsana1, who wore blue robes and preached indulgence in wine and love. They were possibly Tantrists from the north but were persecuted in southern India and never influential in Ceylon.
The Mah&vamsa is inclined to minimize the importance of all sects compared with the Mah&vih&ra, but the picture given by the Nikaya-Sangrahawa may be more correct. It says that the Yaitulyas, described as infidel Brahmans who had composed a Pitaka of their own, made four attempts to obtain a footing at the Abhayagiri monastery2. In the ninth century it represents king Matvalasen as having to'fly because he had embraced the false doctrine of the Vajiras. These are mentioned in another passage in connection with the Vaitulyas: they are said to have composed the Gudha Vinaya3 and many Tantras. They perhaps were connected with the Vajray&na, a phase of Tantric Buddhism. But a few years later king Mungayinsen set the church in order. He recognized the three orthodox schools or nik&yas called Theriya, Dhammaruci and Sagaliya but proscribed the others and set guards on the coast to prevent the importation of heresy. Nevertheless the VS/jiriya and Vaitulya doctrines
1  A dubious legend relates that they were known in the north and suppressed by Harsha. See Ettinghausen, Harsha Vardhana, 1906, p. 86. Nil Sadhana appears to be a name for tantric practices. See Avalon, Principles of Tantra, preface, p. xix.
2  In the reigns of Voharatissa, Gothdbhaya, Mahasena and Ambaherana Salameran. The kings Matvalasen and Mungayinsen are also known as Sena I and II.
* Secret Vinaya.